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Internal Success

Measure # Measure

% of all children who were placed in (a) family settings, (b) with relatives, (c) in

congregate care and (d) in other settings (by type)

Source CJAMS

Data The data elements that will be used for reporting on this measure include the program
assignment of “out of home” (Out-of-Home Placement or “OHP") and the most

current, open placement for every child in OHP at the end of each 6-maonths reporting
period or the last placement prior to ending OHP during the 6-month reporting period.

Each person who is involved in a services case is assigned a program area with a
start and end date. Only those children with an "out of home" program assignment
without a closed date will be included in the case of those still open at the end of the
6-month report period. For children who exited OHP during the 6-month report period,
the last place a child was placed will be identified.

Each child who has an “out of home” program assignment has a placement, which
includes a placement structure which would identify the specific setting (i.e, living
arrangement or provider placement) needed for this measure

Measure Calculation Method

Definitions N/A
Denominator All children served in OHP during the 6-month report period.
Numerator a. All children in the Denominator who are in non-relative family settings (i.e., public

resource family, treatment foster home, pre-adoptive)

b. All children in the Denominator who are with relatives (i.e., formal kinship,
restricted foster home, trial home visit)

c. Allchildren in the Denaminator who are in congregate care (staffed 24/7)
d. All children in the Denominator who are In other settings (by type)
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Exclusion(s) Children in care less than 8 days
Report For each of the categories above, the number of children in each placement type will
Calculation be determined on the last day of the reporting period by a review of OHP Milestone.

Children who were closed during the 6-month report period will also be examined to

Methodology determine their last placement prior to closure and will be allocated as appropriate.
The number in each category will then be divided by the total number of children in
OHP. This will provide a percentage for a-d in the measure.
Exit Standard N/A Internal Success
Criteria
Source/Criteria
LJ. Consent LJ v. Massinga, Modified Consent Decree (MCD), pg. 18-19
Decree
D. . Qutcomes:
1. Each child shall be placed promptly in the least restrictive
appropriate placement type for that child's needs.
a. Definitions:
W) “Least restrictive placement’ means

placement in the most family-like setting and in the closest
proximity possible to the child's family consistent with the
child's best interest and special needs as determined by a
thorough assessment of the child's placement needs.
Placement with relatives and with siblings should be
priorities and, where this is not possible, the placement
priorities should emphasize the ability (unless safety -
dictates otherwise) to have meaningful contact with
parents, siblings, relatives, and friends.

(2.-6)
b. Internal Success Measures:
(1) Percent of all children who were placed in:

(a) family settings;

(b) with relatives;

(c) in congregate care, and

(d) in other settings (by type).
(2.-3)
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Federal Law & 42 U.S.C. § 675(5)

Reg (including

CFSR)

(5) The term “case review system’ means a procedure for assuring that—

(A) each child has a case plan designed to achieve placement in a safe
setting that is the least restrictive (most family like) and most appropriate
setting available and in close proximity to the parents’ home, consistent with
the best interest and special needs of the child . . . .

State Law Family Law Art. § 5-525(f)(2)

(2) To the extent consistent with the best interests of the child in an out-of-home
placement, the local department shall consider the following permanency plans, in
descending order of priority:

(...

(ii) placing the child with relatives to whom adoption, custody and
guardianship, or care and custody, in descending order of priority, are
planned to be granted;

(iii) adoption in the following descending order of priority:

1. by a current foster parent with whom the child has resided
continually for at least the 12 months prior to developing the
permanency plan or for a sufficient length of time to have
established positive relationships and family ties; or

2. by another approved adoptive family; or

(iv) for a child at least 16 years old, another planned permanent living
arrangement . . .

Family Law Art. § 5-1305(5)

The effectiveness of efforts to address permanency and stability in the living
situations of children in the custody of a local department, or a placement agency,
shall be measured by:

(5) the percentage of children in an out-of-home placement living in:
(i) kinship care homes;
(ii) restricted foster homes;
() regular foster homes;
(iv) treatment foster homos:
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(v) group homes;
(vi) residential treatment centers; and
(vii) other specified types of placements;

State Regulations | COMAR 07.02.11.11 Out-of-Home Placement
QOut-of-Home Placement
A. Inorder of preference, a child shall be placed with a relative caregiver, in a
foster home, or in a group care setting.
B. A foster home used by the local department shall meet the standards for
foster homes established under COMAR 07.02.25 and, except as outlined in
Regulation .28 of this chapter, shall be located within the State.
C. A child shall be placed in the least restrictive setting appropriate to the child's
needs
SSA Policy SSA 10-11: Policy regarding Placement of Children in DHR'’s Care
Other Relevant N/A
Standards or
Requirements
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Internal Success

Measure # Measure

Percent of children in OHP placed with siblings

Key Data
Source CJAMS
Data The data elements that will be used for reporting on this measure include the

program assignment of “out of home", relationships, and the most current, open
placement for each sibling in the services case who are in OHP at the end of each 6-
months reporting period,

Each person who is involved in a services case is assigned a program area with a
start and end date. Only those children with an “out of home” program assignment
without a closed date will be included.

If more than one child in the services/family case has an "out of home” program
assignment, the relationship will be examined to identify siblings.

Each sibling with an “out of home" program assignment will be reviewed to determine
if they are in the same placement

Measure Calculation Mcthod |

Definitions "Sibling” means a child that shares at least one parent with another child through
blood relation or adoption and resided in the same home prior to placement

Denominator Ali children in OHP who have at least one sibling who entered OHP from the same
services/family case.

Numerator All Children in the Denominator who have at least one sibling who entered OHP from
the same services/family case and are placed together

Exclusion(s) Voluntary placements;
Children in college, corrections or secure detention facilities, inpatient/hospital care,

the military, semi-independent living programs, or their own apartments;
Children for whom there is a valid reason for separation of siblings;
Children in care less than 8 days
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Report Calculation | All sibling groups in out of home care will be identified on the last day of each 6-
Methodolo months reporting period by looking at those in the same services/family case and
gy have a sibling relationship identified in Relationship. Once these children are
identified, the count of those who are in the same placement will be determined and
then divided by the number of all siblings in OHP.
Exit Standard N/A Internal Success
Criteria

Source/Criteria

LJ. Consent LJ v. Massinga, Modified Consent Decree (MCD), pgs. 18-19

Decree
D. Outcomes:
1. Each child shall be placed promptly in the least restrictive
appropriate placement type for that child's needs.
a. Definitions:
(1 ‘Least restrictive placement” means

placement in the most family-like setting and in the closest
proximity possible to the child’s family consistent with the
child’s best interest and special needs as determined by a
thorough assessment of the child's placement needs.
Placement with relatives and with siblings should be
priorities and, where this is not possible, the placement
priorities should emphasize the ability (unless safety
dictates otherwise) to have meaningful contact with
parents, siblings, relatives, and friends.

(2.-6)
b. Internal Success Measures:

(1 ..
(2) Percent of children in OHP placed with siblings.
(3) ..
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Federal Law & Reg
(including CFSR)

42U.8.C. § 671(a)(31)

(a) In order for a State to be eligible for payments under this part, it shall have a plan
approved by the Secretary which—

(31) provides Lhal reasunable efforls shall be made—

(A) to place siblings removed from their home in the same foster care, kinship
guardianship, or adoptive placement, unless the State documents that such a joint
placement would be contrary to the safety or well-being of any of the siblings; and
(B) in the case of siblings removed from their home who are not so jointly placed, to
provide for frequent visitation or other ongoing interaction between the siblings,
unless that State documents that frequent visitation or other ongoing interaction
would be contrary to the safety or well-being of any of the siblings;

Children’s Bureau, Child and Family Services Reviews, Raund 3, Permanency
Outcome 2: The Continuity of Family Relationships and Connections is Preserved for
Children, ltem 7: Placement with Siblings

Purpose of Assessment: To determine whether, during the period under review,
concerted efforts were made to ensure that siblings in foster care are placed together
unless a separation was necessary to meet the needs of one of the siblings.

State Law

Maryland Code, Family Law § 5-525.2

(b)(1) A local department shall place together siblings who are in an out-of-home
placement under § 5-625 of this subtitle if:

(i) itis in the best interests of the siblings to be placed together; and

(i) placement of the siblings together does not conflict with a specific health or
safety regulatlon.

(2) If placement of the siblings together conflicts with a specific health or safety
regulation, the local department may place the siblings together if the local
department makes a written finding describing how placement of the siblings together
serves the best interests of the siblings.

(3) Nolwithstanding any other provision of law, in order to place siblings together the
local department may place more than two children who require treatment in an
eligible treatment foster care home if:

(i) the local department makes a written finding explaining why placement of the
siblings together:

1. is in the best interests of the siblings; and

2. will not harm other children placed at the same treatment foster care home; and
(i) the local department notifies the Administration of the placement.

State Law

Family Law Art. § 51305
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The effectiveness of efforts to address permanency and stability in the living
situations of children in the custody of a local department, or a placement agency,
shall be measured by:

(3) the percentage of children in the custody of a local department, or a placement
agency, who have siblings living in different placements;

COMAR 07.02.11.03

State Regulations
A. In this chapter, the following terms have the meanings indicated.
B. Terms Defined.
C. Definitions
(1-56)...
(57) "Sibling" means a child that shares at least one parent with another
child through blood relation or adoption.
SSA Policy SSA 10-11; Policy regarding Placement of Children in DHR’s Care
Other Relevant N/A
Standards or
Requirements
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Internal Success

Measure # Measure

% of all children in congregate care who had a step-down plan

Key Data

Source CJAMS

Data The data elements that will be used for reporting on this measure include the program

assignment of “out of home”, an open, current placement for identified as congregate
care, and the date of the most recent administratively-approved permanency progress
plan at the end of each 6-months reporting period.

Each child who has an “out of home” program assignment with a placement structure
that is a congregate care structure would then have the date of their most current
administratively approved “permanency progress plan" identified.

Measure Calculation Method

Definitions 2. a. Definition:
“Congregate care” means an OHP setting where children are supervised by

shift workers. |.e. therapeutic group homes, residential child care/group
homes, diagnostic and evaluation treatment programs, alternative living
units, and residential treatment centers.

Denominafor All children in congregate care as defined in the consent decree who have bheen in OHP
at least 60 days

Numerator All children in the denominator with an administratively approved permanency progress
plan, or its equivalent that documents plans for step-down

Exclusion(s) Youth in OHP less than 60 days

Report Calculation | Each child who has been in OHP for at least 60 days who is placed in a congregate
care placement will be identified on the last day of the 6-months reporting period. The

Methodology date of their most current administratively approved permanency progress' plan will
be identified to determine if step-down plans are documented within it.
Exit Standard N/A Internal Success
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Criteria

L.J. Consent
Decree

Source/Criteria

LJ Consent Decree (MCD), 10/09/09, ppgs. 17-19

A. Statement of Principle: Out-of-Home Placement (“OHP") should be a stable,
appropriate, nurturing and safe placement for children and youth.

B. DHR/BCDSS Responsibility: DHR/BCDSS shall establish and maintain a continuum of
out-of-home placements and caregiver supports that is reasonably calculated to ensure
that each child in OHP is placed in a stable, least restrictive and appropriate placement.
The appropriateness of a placement considers the proximity to the child's home prior to
entering OHP and utilization of available extended family members (kin) or other available
individuals known to the child.

C. Definitions: None.
D. Outcomes:
1. Each child shall be placed promptly in the least restrictive appropriate
placement type for that child’s needs.
a. Definitions:
(1) "Least restrictive placement” means placement in the most family-
like setting and in the closest proximity possible to the child’s family
consistent with the child's best interest and special needs as
determined by a thorough assessment of the child's placement needs.
Placement with relatives and with siblings should be priorities and,
where this is not possible, the placement priorities should emphasize
the ability (unless safety dictates otherwise) to have meaningful
contact with parents, siblings, relatives, and friends.
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Federal Law & Reg
(including CFSR)

42U.8.C. § 675(1)(A)-(B)

As used in this part or part B of this title:

(1) The term “case plan” means a written document which meets the requirements of
section 475A and Includes at least the following:

(A) A description of the type of home or institution in which a child is to be placed,
including a discussion of the safety and appropriateness of the placement and how
the agency which is responsible for the child plans to carry out the voluntary
placement agreement entered into or judicial determination made with respect to the
child in accordance with section 472(a)(1).

(B) A plan for assuring that the child receives safe and proper care and that services
are provided to the parents, child, and foster parents in order to improve the
conditions in the parcnts' home, facilitate return of the child to his own safe home or
the permanent placement of the child, and address the needs of the child while in
foster care, including a discussion of the appropriateness of the services that have
been provided to the child under the plan.

42 U.S.C. § 675(5)(A)(i), (B)
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As used in this part or part B of this title:

(5) The term “case review system” means a procedure for assuring that—

(A) each child has a case plan designed to achieve placement in a safe setting that is
the least restrictive (most family like) and most appropriate setting available and in
close proximity to the parents' home, consistent with the best interest and special
needs of the child, which—

(i) if the child has been placed in a foster family home or child-care institution a
substantial distance from the home of the parents of the child, or in a State different
from the State in which such home is located, sets forth the reasons why such
placement is in the best interests of the child, and

(B) the status of each child is reviewed periodically but no less frequently than once
every six months by either a court or by administrative review (as defined in
paragraph (6)) in order to determine the safety of the child, the continuing necessity
for and appropriateness of the placement, the extent of compliance with the case
plan, and the extent of progress which has been made toward alleviating or mitigating
the causes necessitating placement in foster care, and to project a likely date by
which the child may be returned to and safely maintained in the home or placed for
adoption or legal guardianship, and, for a child for whom another planned permanent
living arrangerent has been determined as the permanency plan, the steps the State
agency is taking to ensure the child's foster family home or child care institution is
following the reasonable and prudent parent standard and to ascertain whether the
child has reguiar, ongoing opportunities to engage in age or developmentally
appropriate activities (including by consulting with the child in an age-appropriate
manner about the opportunities of the child to participate in the activities);

State Law

Courts and Judicial Proceedings Art. § 3-816.1(c)(4)-(5).(7)

(c) Considerations. - In making its findings in accordance with subsection (b) of this
section, the court shall consider:

(4) Whether the child's placement has been stable and in the least restrictive setting
appropriate, available, and accessible for the child during the period since the most
recent hearing held by the court,

(5) Whether a local department notified the court and all parties before any change
of placement for the child, or, if emergency conditions made a change necessary, as
soon as possible after the change of placement;

(7) Whether a local department has provided appropriate and timely services to help
maintain the child in the child's existing placement, including all services and benefits
available in accordance with State law, regulations, state and federal court orders,
stipulated agreements, or professional standards regarding the provision of services
to children in out-of-home placements.
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State Law

Courts and Judicial Proceedings Art. § 3-816.2

(a) In general. --

(1) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, the court shall conduct a
hearing to review the status of each child under its jurisdiction within 6 months after
the filing of the first petition under this subtitle and at least every 6 months therealter.
(2) At a review hearing under this section, the court shall:

(i) Evaluate the safety of the child;

(ii) Determine the continuing necessity for and appropriateness of any out-of-home
placement;

(iif) Determine the appropriateness of and extent of compliance with the case plan for
the child;

(iv) Determine the extent of progress that has been made toward alleviating or
mitigating the causes necessitating the court's jurisdiction; and

(v) Project a reasonable date by which the child may be returned to and safely
maintained in the home or placed for adoption or under a legal guardianship.

(c) Hearing under § 3-823(h). -- If a permanency plan for the child has been
determined under § 3-823 of this subtitle, a review hearing conducted by the court
under § 3-823(h) of this subtitle shall satisfy the requirements of this section.

State Regulations

COMAR 07.02.11.03: Definitions
A. In this chapter, the following terms have the meanings indicated.
B. Terms Defined
(24) Group Care
(a) "Group care" means continuous 24-hour care and supportive

services provided for a minor child placed in a licensed group facility.

(29) "Least restrictive setting" means the most family-like setting
consistent with the best interest and special needs of the child.

COMAR 07.02.11.13. Case Planning for Permanency
B. The local department shall:
(10) Describe the type of home or institution in which the child has
been, or is to be, placed, and discuss the safety and appropriateness

of the placement with documentation describing how the placement is:

(a) The least restrictive setting available...

SSA Policy

SSA 10-11: Policy regarding Placement of Children in DHR's Care

(PG 5.) Ongoing Assessment of Placement
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